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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| 


SOON after the Author returned from the Church, 
on November the 12th, he recollected what he had 
been hearing, and drew up the outline of the fol- 
lowing Letter. He truſts that -all impartial per- 
ſons who can remember the remarkable parts of 
his Sermon, will witneſs for him, that he has 
not aggravated any of Dr. Manr's terms, If 
any ſhould object to his troubling the Public with 
a buſineſs, that ſome may conſider as merely local 
and tranſient; he begs it may be obſerved, that the 
Congregation, before whom the Diſcourſe was de- 
livered, was large, and collected from the whole Town 


and 
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and Neighbourkood; and that the impręſſions it may 
have left on many, may remain to the fire udice of 
the Diſſenters, unleſs ſome means were uh to 
eraſe them. Beſides, the ſubje@ i is a matter of ge- 
neral concern, even though the occaſion had been 
more private. And the Writer is not without the 
> hope, that this little tract may do good. — to ſoften 
prejudices, and promote candour and charity, among 
| ſincere Chriſtians of different denominations. 

1 = 
It would have appeared much ſooner, had not 
the Author waited for the printed publication of 
che Sermon, which was earneſtly expected; but fo 
many weeks having elapſed, ſince it was delivered, 
| it is-preſumed, ſuch a 4 7 it ever exiſted) i is 
* bid aſide. 
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Ir will be a ſufficient apology for this 


PUBLIC manner of addreſſing you, to ſtate, 


that, before the LORD BISHOP of Exeter, 


with his Chaplain; the Chancellor of this 
' Dioceſe, with the neighbouring Clergy ; the 


Mayor and CoxeoRATION ; your own Pa- 


riſhioners, and a large number of our fellow 


Townſmen, in your Sermon at the Conſecra- 
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tion, in the moſt public manner, you accuſed 


thoſe Proteſtant Diſſenters who do not uſe 


a preſcribed Form of Prayer. I ſhall, there- 
fore, preſent you with a few remarks on ſome 


parts of your Sermon ; — not ſeverely to re- 


criminate, but calmly to defend their injured 


 charaQter-from your miſrepreſentations. 


\ . Fi | . 
The good ſenſe, the liberality, the know- 


ledge of the more diſcerning part of the pub- 


lie will be a ſufficient ſhield to ward off any 


malignant effects of your aſperſions among 
them. But there are other men, of narrow 

minds, contrated reading, ignorant, and bi- 
goted, who may imagine all that their Minif- 


ter ſaid was true, and that the Diſſenters 
were quite frightened; and ſunk down, under 
a conſciouſneſs of the juſtice of the charge, 


were it to meet with no reply; otherwiſe 


this paper would not have been written. 
No 
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No perſon who feels the generous ſenti- 


ments of liberality working in his breaſt, 


could have taken any juſt offence at a 
miniſter of the Church of England, for de- 


fending the forms of her Liturgy. Though I 


differ from my brethren in the eſtabliſhment, 
as to the bondage of an abſolute form, from 


which, (though on the moſt preſſing occaſion) 


there muſt be no deviation, and to which no 


addition can be made ;* yet, Sir, I am no 


bigot againſt all forms. I revere, I admire, 


I. reliſh, and can heartily join with moſt 


parts of your prayers ; and ſo far are the 


Diſſenters in this town from degrading and 
contemning them, that I doubt not many of 
them would 


Rs Lectures, 


Not even on the happy preſervation of our be- 
loved Sovereign, from the late atrocious attack, on his 
way to and from Parliament; for which, Thankſgivings 
have been offered to Heaven by the Diſſenters, with- 

| | out 


have occaſionally attended your 
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LeQures, bad they not been ſo unkindly 
aſperſed. Their Miniſter, Sir, often ſpeaks 


in his public Diſcourſes of the Liturgy with 


reſpe&; quotes 1t as a collateral ſupport of 


the dottrine he advances; and ſometimes - 


adopts its petitions in his © extemporaneous 


effuſions,” 4 


But while we thus feel towards you, is 
it not natural to alk, what neceſſity there 
iſſenters? Could 
you not defend your: ow principles and 


was for you to attack the 


practice, without carrying t 
weapons of abuſe, into their borders? Was 
it not a pity, when the preacher left the deſk 
to aſcend the pulpit, that he ſhould have 


out waiting for a Form, with ſuch hearty unanimity 
and affection, with ſuch “ enthuſtiaſm' f too, as I truſt 
Dr. M. himſelf would not have accounted . nonſenſe. t 


+ Terms which Dr. M. applied to extempore prayer, 
| | 7 3 
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forgotten the excellent ſpirit; and the doc- 


trine of the prayers, he had there been read- 
ing, and only have remembered the ſhape 
and the form of them ? Is it not to be la- 
mented, that whenever his zeal appeared, it 
flaſhed out, not againſt error and vice; not 
againft pride and ſenſuality ; not againſt thoſe 
who break the ſabbath, and deſpiſe LL reli- 
gion ; but merely againſt the MANNER IN 
which ſome Chriſtians and Proteſtants, of the 
ſame faith, though in a different communion, 
perform their devotions? Had you received, 
Sir, any provocation from theſe people ? 
they oppoſed not the Church, but went on 
quietly in their own worſhip;. they had not 


treated you with any incivility ; I can aſſure 


you, on the contrary, that the Proteſtant 


Diſſenters, with their Paſtor, held you in real 


eſteem; ſpoke of you with reſpett; and, you 
know Sir, that ſome of them have treated you 
oh Cr with 
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10 | A LETTER. 
with liberality, wiſhing to cultivate good 
neighbourhood by all means conſiſtent with 
their own principles. Was it then manly, 
was it generous to treat them as you did, 
(when they could not reply any thing in 
their own behalf) before ſo reſpectable an 
auditory? Were you kind, to ſay what might 

leave a diſagreeable impreſſion on the minds 
of ſtrangers concerning the Diſſenters of this 
town, as if they were peculiarly wild and en- 
thuſiaſtic ? Is this thes way to make them 
your friends, and to preſerve their eſteem ?* 
But I further aſk, is it agreeable to your ſacred 
character, as a miniſter of the goſpel of peace, 
to ſtir up the dying embers of old prejudices ' 
into a flame; to endeavour to raiſe bigotry | 
from the grave, in which the candour of wiſe 


and moderate men had wiſhed it to have 


* There are .many very reſpectable families of 
Diſſenters in the pariſh of All nt, 


been 
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been for ever buried; and to ſet Church 
People and Difſenters one againſt another ? 
Above all, I would aſk whether this is a time 


to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord among neigh- 


bours ? Is it politic, is it wiſely judged, when 
the fury of party ſpirit is abroad with her 
torch, to ſet men's paſſions on fire, for 


Dr. M. to give his countenance to any 


thing that may encourage ſuch a ſpirit ? * 


* Attempts have lately been made to prejudice 
the public mind againſt Diſſenters in general, as 
enemies to the Conſtitution, a by law eſtabliſned, and 


as hoſtile to the good old doctrine of the Church of 


England. 1 beg leave to ſay, that after a long and 
extenſive acquaintance with Diſſenters of ail denomi- 
nations, I know no perſons more warmly and ſincerely 
attached to the King and Conſtitution; and as to 
their orthodoxy, I will take upon me to affirm, decauſe 
I am ſure it is capable of demonſtration, that, taking in 
all denominations of Diſſenters throughout this part of 
the country, the friends to the Dottrinal Articles of 
the Church of England, are in the proportion of thirty 
to two at leaſt, who differ from them, and I believe it 
is the caſe in moſt parts of England. 


| After 
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After theſe queries, with ſurprize we may 


well put one queſtion more, and that is, What 
could poſſibly induce a gentleman of Dr. M. 's 
prudence to do ſo? I can only think of two 
motives, to one or other of which it may be = 
attributed: the one is, an overflowing zeal for | 
the Church, which might make him fear leſt 
his pariſhioners ſhould be led aſtray, or per- 
haps a hope to make converts from among 
Diſſenters; — but if ſo, I fear his zeal has 
- outrun his judgment and his prudence, as I 
know many of his own flock cenſure the at- 

, tack as illiberal; and as to the Diſſenters, they 
are more confirmed by his Diſcourſe than 
ever, in the reaſqnableneſs of their own prac- 
tice: the other poſſible motive, which occurs 
to my thoughts, I will not ſuggeſt ; whether 
it exiſts or no, I maſt, Sir, leave to the 


determination of your own heart. 


4 Sir, 
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Sir, my buſineſs is to defend ourſelves 


from the charges brought againſt us. The 


Diſſenters of the laſt age, under che name of 
* Independents, ” were firſt attacked by you. 


They were repreſented as pouring out their 


5 extemporaneous effuſions” in “ enthuſiaſ- 
tical nonſenſe,” &c. As you were ſpeaking 


9 of prayer in public worſhip, 1 would obſerve, 


the charge muſt relate to public worſhip only. 
| i ; \ 


Now, Sir, the perſons that condutted that 


part of worſhip in the times you ſpake of, 


were men, for the moſt part, of great learning 
and abilities: “ educated in public ſchools ; 


| they afterwards ſtudied, and graduated in the 


Engliſh Univerſities. Let their works ſpeak 


* < Bartholomew Day was fatal to our Church 
e and Religion, in throwing out a very great number 


c of worthy, learned, prous, and orthodox Divines.“ 


Locxx. : d | 
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for them, which are full of argument and 
ſound erudition:“ is it likely then, is it poſſible, 
whatever ridiculous repreſentations the pro- 
fane wits of the day, or party- writers might 
have made of theſe men, that they could 
utter unmeaning nonfenſe ? 


* I might here refer to the extant works of a 
few of theſe men, who, for the depth of their 


_ reſearches, the variety of their learning in the Claſſics . 


and the Fathers, and their acquaintance with Biblical 
knowledge, were celebrated by their contemporaries 
of the Church of England, and are highly eſteemed 


by moderns.. See, GaLz's Court of the Gentiles ;”. 


Por 1 * Synopſin- Criticorum;' the Writings of Dr. 
OwEN againſt the Socinians and Remonſtrants : 
Goopwin, Gover, Hows, and hundreds of other 
names which are taken honourable notice of by 
thoſe who knew them well ; by Carany—* Account 
of Ejected Miniſters ” in the Biographia Britan- 
nica;F * Encyclopedia Britannica-; and even in 
Mr, Wood's © Athenz Oxonienſes,” . ; 


Several of the Nonconformiſt Miniſters were 


offered Biſhoprics and Deaneries at the Reſtoration 
—an evident proof they were not ſuch men as fome 


| have repreſented. them. OR 
| 5 Neither 
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Neither did they diſown the lawfulneſs 
of a preſcribed form of worſhip. Many of 
them would have uſed a Liturgy, and have 
continued in, or returned to, the Church, 
had a few alterations been made, and ſome 
things omitted, which they thought ſavoured 
of Popery, ſuch as many moderate Church 
Men owned were indifferent, and which 
they wiſhed not to have been impoſed but 


ſuch was the temper of the times, that for 


theſe things near two thouſand pious and 


laborious miniſters were Letted from their 
livings, * : 


It will not be controverted Sir, that there 
were wild and hot-headed men in the army, 


9 


* See CaLAuv's * Life of Baxter, vol. I. p. 142. 
ſee alſo the Reformed Liturgy at large, in the 
Appendix to that volume, 
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and among the ſectaries, during the civil 


war, who deſpiſed learning and order, and 


ran into extravagancies. But is it fair and 


generous, is it not unjuſt and unrighteous, 


to deſcribe a whole body of men to your 
audience, by the charatteriſtics of a contemp- 
- tible few 2 Let me reverſe the ſcene, and aſk 
you Sir, whether you would think it right 
and candid for modern Diſſenters to declaim 
againſt all Conſecration and Dedication of 


Churches, as abſurd and ſuperſtitious, becauſe 


Archbiſhop Laun uſed ſo many ridiculous 
rites at the Reconſecration of St. Catherine 
Creed ? * The only thing that can be pleaded 
in your favour is, that you did not ſo well 


m_ is to be wiſhed, of whom you 


* 


* See RusuworTn's Collections, vol. II. p. 77 


Buxx's Eccleſiaſtical Law, vol. I. p. 299, goo; 


Near's Hiſtory of the Puritans, vol. II. oh 219, 
8vo. 


ſpake, 
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ſpake, and were not ſufficiently acquainted 
with the facts of which you affirmed. 


But, Sir, from this general invective againſt 
the Nonconformiſts of the laſt century, you 
deſcended to ſimilar charges againſt the mode 
of performing public prayer among Diſſenters 
of the preſent time. 'Tis true you were: _ 
pleaſed to hint, there might be ſome men of 
talents capable of making a decent prayer, on 
% the ſpur of the occaſion but you groſsly 
miſrepreſented and held up to ridicule, in 
a general way, a body of men, with whom 
(and it is your beſt excuſe) you are very 
little acquainted. Has Dr. M. ever attended 
their meetings? Has he heard many of their 
miniſters? Why then did he paſs fo large 
a cenſure? Had you done the Diſſenters 
that honour, you would haye found how 


the buſineſs of public prayer is managed 
. N 5 
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by their miniſters. They are men who are 
well acquainted with 'the Holy Scripture ; 
portions of which, from its moſt ſublime 


and devotional parts, after being well digeſted 


by meditation, ſtudy, and prayer, they are 


habitually committing to memory, and ar- 
ranging in ſuch order, as to have them ready 
ad unguem ; ſuitable to the various caſes of 
mankind, which may occur. 


From this ſtore they obtain their principal 
materials, and their moſt ſtriking expreſſions, 


in their public prayers; and by uſe and 


habit, by cultivating an habitually devout 


temper, and, above all, through the aid of | 


the Father of their Spirits, their prayers 


and thankſgivings are offered to Heaven, 


in great meaſure, in “words which the Holy 


Ghoſt teacheth ;”* I mean, Sir, in ſcriptural 


* I, Cor. ii. 13. 


* language. 
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language. Their petitions are ſo methodically 
erranged, connefted, and combined, as to, 


avoid confuſion and vain repetitions; at 


the fame time, they are ſo comprehenſi ve, 
as to take in all the common caſes of men 
and ſinners; and yet ſo variegated, as to 
keep off the dulneſs of abſolute uniformity 
on one hand; and, on the other, to be 
adapted to the new - circumſtances, both 
ſpiritual and temporal, which may ariſe, in 
their congregations, in the ſtate of the church 
of God in general, and of the world at large. 
'Fis true, Sir, our © moods” (to uſe your 
own term), that is, the health of our body, 
and the ſtate of our animal ſpirits, and the 
views and feelings of the mind, may be 
different at different times; but when their 


moods are not ſo lively, our miniſters do 


not depend on what may © by chance 
come into their heads :” but can habitually 


purſue 


20 A rr. 
1 
purſue a well known method, and can ex- 
. preſs themſelves in ſacred language (with ; 
which they are well acquainted) with as {7 
— much propriety, facility, and decency, as 
in a preſcribed form; though not with the 
pathos and variety of happier moments. And 
here, give me leave to aſk, is not the reader 
at the deſk ſometimes indiſpoſed and tired ; 
does he not ſometimes wiſh to get away to 
his avocations? and then, is the ſervice _— 


. read with the care, ſolemnity, and devotion, 


— 


as if he were in a good © mood?“ 


| You obſerved as an objeQtion againſt our 
'N mode, that the people not knowing the pe- 
| _  titions beforehand, were not prepared to 


join in them with their hearts. Let me aſk 
how the primitive Chriſtians obviated this i 4 
difficulty in the earlieſt ages, and during the 
firſt three hundred years after Chriſt, when 
| „ there 


4 


» 
» 4 


there were no preſcribed Forms of Prayer?“ 


Ho is it in common converſation? Do 


people require previous forms? Do they 
not apprehend our meaning in a moment, 
0 RS, and 


* During the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we 
have no ſhadow of an inſtance of a preſcribed and 
impoſed form ; unleſs the Lord's Prayer be conſidered 
as ſuch ; but even that is not given in the ſame words 
by the different Evangeliſts who quote it, which 
would have been done, if intended as an abſolute form. 
Nor is it ſuppoſable, that they confined themſelves to 
that ſet of words only, on all occaſions. It appears to 
have been given by our great Maſter, rather as a model 
than as a form. 


As to the practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, after 
the Apoſtles, read the Declaration of the learned 
Lord Chancellor KIx G; © It was the Prieſt that ſolely 


e pronounced the public prayers, without the voice 


& of the people; and indeed it was impoſlible for the 
85 people to reſpond, ſince they had no fixed public Form 
6c of Prayer, except the Lord's Prayer ; ; which Lord's 
<< Prayer they frequently, though not always repeated : 
18 * and then, as to their other prayers, every biſhop or 
7 © miniſter 
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and give their reply immediately ?—But your 


ſtatement is not true in- faQ, ſo far as it re- 


lates to the Diflenters. For the Diſſenters, ; 


in general, are ſo well acquainted with the 
different parts and method of prayer, that 


they can and do join in public devotions 


with as much facility and readineſs, as your 
people do in a known and eſtabliſhed form. 
I will add, that an attentive and ſerious per- 
fon, though a ftranger to their mode, will 
be able with as much eaſe to follow their 


petitions, as one unaccuſtomed to your form 


- ® miniſter of a pariſh was left to his liberty and ability 


« therein. ” See Enquiry into the Worſhip, &c. of | 


the Primitive Church, within the firſt goo years after 
Chriſt, I. edit. part ii. p. 33. — See alſo numerous 
Quotations from the earlier Fathers, on. the ſubje& of 
Public Prayer; and Reaſonings and Concluſions 
grounded on them ; from page go to 5g, which are 
well worth the attention of thoſe who wiſh to be 
further acquainted with the ſubjełt. 


would 
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would be to join in 27. And here, we may 
reaſonably aſk, ſince, as you ſay, people are 


not prepared to join in any prayer but a pre- 


| ſcribed form, how you came to offer any 


petitions before your Sermon, beſides the 
uſual Collett, or ſomething that the people 


knew full as well ? Was not this an evident 


departure from your own, principles; and is 


not every inſtance of the like kind in your 


| brethren, a tacit acknowledgement that the 


argument above-mentioned is not ſound.? 


As to Biſhop ArTTERBURY, from whom 
you gave us a long quotation, though his 
writings are admirable for elegance of ſtile; 
yet, perhaps, neither his religious or political 
principles will give the deepeſt ſtamp of / au- 
thority to his ſentiments. The public need not 
be told he was inimical to the preſent reigning 
family and gonſtitution, for treaſonable prac- 


. : tices 
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tices againſt which, he was found guilty by 
bis peers, and was baniſhed his country. 


Will you permit me to preſent you with the 
words of another | Biſhop of your Church, 
who wrote. a Diſcourſe on the Gift of 


Prayer? That ingenious and excellent 


Prelate obſerves; & there are two extremes 
“which uſually hinder men from a profici- 
* ency in this gift; Firſt, when they ſo con- 
ee fine themſelves to the help of books, and 
% particular ſet forms, as not to aim at or 
% attempt after any other further improye- 


ment of their own knowledge and abilities: 


% Secondly, when men altogether depend upon 
«* ſudden ſuggeſtions.” — © For any one ſo to 
& fit down and ſatisfy himſelf with his prayer- 


book, or ſome preſeript form, as to go no 
6 further; this were ſtill to remain in his 


% infancy, and not to grow up.” — And if 
“it be a fault not to ſtrive and labour after 
| 6& this 
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cc this gift, much more is it to jeer and deſpiſe 


it, by the name of extempore prayer, and 


e praying by the Spirit; which expreſſions - 
& (as they are frequently uſed by ſome men 
„% by way of reproach), are, for the moſt 
spart, a ſign of a profane heart, and ſuch 
as are altogether ſtrangers from the power 
« and comfort of this duty.” — And again 
ſays the ſame author, © Whereas it is com- 
% monly objected by ſome, that they cannot 
&« ſo well join in an unknown form, I anſwer, 
ce that is an inconſiderable objection, and oppoſes 
& all kinds of forms that are not publicly pre- 


* ſcribed. As a man may, in his judgment, aſ- 
<4 ſent unto any divine truth, delivered in a ſer- 
te non which he never heard before; ſo may he 


. * * „ * » ; 
« join, in his affe:ons, unto any holy defere, 
jn a prayer which he never heard before.” * 
* See Biſhop WI Lcins's © Diſcourſe concerning 
the Gift of Prayer,'—p. 8, 9, 10, 8th edition. | 
From 
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From the whole Sir, it will, I truſt, appear 
to the candid and unprejudiced mind, that 
the manner in which public prayer is per- 
formed by the Diſſenters, is decent and ſo- 


lemn, and calculated to anſwer the purpoſes 


of deyotional addreſſes to God. Its expreſ- 
ſions are grave and connected, and frequent- 
ly in the ſacred language of the Holy Scrip- 
ture. It is authorized by the example of the 
miniſters and churches in the firſt and pureſt 
ages of Chriſtianity. It is methodical, com- 


prehenſroe, conciſe; and has ſo much uni- 


formity as, in language well known, to expreſs 
the general caſes of worſhippers ; and yet ad- 
mits of ſuch variety as to ſuit new circumſtances 
a that may ariſe. In a word, it has all the 
advantages of that invaluable . liberty where- 

with Chriſt has made us free. 


'* Gal, v. 1. 
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4 preſume not to enter into the comparative 
merits of the different modes, — yours and 
ours: it is not within my plan. I do not 
condemn thoſe who are advocates for a form. 
I honour and love all ſincere Chriſtians, 
however they may differ from me in the 
exteriors of worſhip ; and I with all bigotry, 
on both ſides, to be baniſhed from the world. 


Before I conclude, I take the liberty to 


ſuggeſt what appears to me the ſource of your 


miſtakes, concerning prayer. The reaſoning of 
your Sermon, went on the principle that pray- 
er was ſolely the work of the human faculties, 


without any ſpecial divine aſſiſtance; and 


that the fervour of ſocial devotion depended 
on ſympathy, or, if I may ſo ſpeak, was 
enkindled by the colliſion of the ſocial af- 


fedtions. Indeed, Sir, I ſuppoſe it may be 


partly | 


partly ſo, but not to ſuch a degree, as to 


_ exclude the influence and affiſtance of the 
Spirit of God, which was never once hinted 


at: you ſpake altogether ſo philoſophically 
on the ſubject, as if you had not heard 
© whether there be any Holy Ghoft.” * Nay, 


you appeared to treat thoſe who profeſſed 


any dependence on his influences, without 
a ſet form, as © enthuſiaſts, ” pouring out 
their © nonſenſe. ” 


I aſk you Sir, as a metaphyſician and philo- 


fopher, believing in the immateriality of the 


human ſoul, whether there is any thing abſurd 
and irrational, in the idea that the Father of 
our ſpirits ſhould have acceſs to our ſpirits, 
and direct us to good W and fill us 
with o_=_ defires? 


* Acts xix. 2. 
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I aſk you Sir, as one who, I preſume, be- 
lieves in the being and ſuggeſtions of the Devil, 
whether, as it is confeſſed, that we are expoſed 
to his temptations, and that criminals are mov- 
ed and inſtigated by that worſt and moſt malig- 
nant ſpirit ; it can be reaſonably denied that the 
good ſpirit ſhould excite us to, and help us in, 


that which is good, and eſpecially in pouring 


out our .hearts in prayer ? 


1 aſk you, as a believer in the Holy Bi- 


ble, whether the aſſiſtance of the Spirit in 


prayer, 1s not ſpoken of in that ſacred book 
as the common privilege of all Chriſtians ? 


Does not Pau ſay, Likewiſe the Spirit 
& alſo helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
% not what we ſhould pray for as we ought; 
er but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for 
us d Does he not adviſe the Epheſians to 


* Romans viii. 26. 


« D 6 pray 
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* pray in or with the Spirit ?”* And does 
not Jupz exhort Chriſtians to “ pray in or 


by the Holy Ghoſt ?”+ 


I humbly aſk you again, as 4 Miniſter 


of the Church of England, whether this is not 


the doctrine of your own Liturgy ? You ac- 
knowledge (Second Collect at Evening Pray- 
er), that it is from God, “ all holy defires, all 


a good counſels, and all juſt works do pro- 


ceed.“ You conſtantly pray in both Morn- 


ing and Evening Service, „and take not 


ty Holy Spirit from us.” In the Col- 
left at the Communion, you implore God, 


“% Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the 


s Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit.” In the Col- 


| le& for Quinquageſima, you beſeech the Lord, 


Send thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts 


* Eph, vi. ö ae, . 
| | e that 
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that moſt excellent gift of charity, &c. 


At Eaſter, you acknowledge that God © by 
&* hs ſpecial grace preventing us, does put into our 
* minds good deſires.“ On Sunday after Aſcen- 


ſion-day you © beſeech the King of Glory 


5% not to leave us comfortleſs, but to fend to 
* us his Holy Ghoſt to comfort us.” On the 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity, you ſay, © Grant 
% to us, Lord, we beſeech thee, the Spirit to 
* think and to do always ſuch. things as be 
“ rightful,” &c. On the Tenth Sunday after 


Trinity, you intreat, Let thy merciful ears, 


4 O Lord, be open to the prayers of thy 


humble ſervants; and, that they may obtain 
*.zheir petitions, make them to aſk ſuch things 
5 as ſhall pleaſe thee.” And, on the Nine- 
teenth Sunday after Trinity, you pray, * 0 
$ God, foraſmuch as without thee we are not 


«.alle+ pleaſe thee, merciſully grant that thy 


Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 


e our hearts,” 


Such, 


Z2 A LETTER. 


Such, Sir, are the truly devotional and 
humble ſupplications, which are uſed, ſome 
daily, others weekly, others annually in your 
Churches ; with the ſentiments of them I do 
moſt fervently join, and ſo do by far the 
greater part of Diſſenters. And what Sir do 
they expreſs, but that the Holy Spirit doth 
help our infirmities; and eſpecially in the im- 


portant duty of prayer ? You muſt there- 
fore, as a conſiſtent Miniſter of the Church, 


beware that you do not raſhly bring the 
charge of enthuſiaſm againſt others, who be- 


lieve in the influences of the ſame Divine 


Comforter, which your own prayers ſo fre- 


quently acknowledge. 


Should you condeſcend to aſk me, how the 


Spirit is expected to help our infirmities? I 


reply, not to inſpire us, as he did the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, with new revelations and words 


im- 
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hand, and daring preſumption on the other. 
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immediately dictated to our minds, without 


any previous knowledge, thought, or en- 


deavours; but, by his influences, he compoſes 


the mind; fills it with a reverential awe of 


the Divine Preſence ; mixes it ſenſible of its 
wants and miſeries; enables-it to recolle& 


ſuitable language to cloath our ideas with ; 


aſſiſis it with faith, fervour, and hope, to 
plead the promiſes of God, through Jeſus 


Chriſt, and to offer our thankſpivings with 
gratitude. Thus, Sir, I preſume, the Spirit 
& helpeth together with, and over againſt * 


us, to diſcourage lounging ſloth on the one 


It would be eaſy to make other animad- 


verſions on your Sermon; but as the de-. 


* 5 ouaylinapCayra.” (Rom. viii. 26.) — © Col- 


& laborantes adjuvat; as when another man ſets to his 


ce ſhoulder to bear a part with us, in lifting of any 
* burden,” — Bp. W1LkiNs, ut ſupra, p. 7 
Fog fence 
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fence of our own principles, and not an attgck 
upon yours, was my original aim, I now take 
my leave, with great reſpett for your charatter; 
with my moſt cordial wiſhes for your health 
and proſperity; and with my fervent prayer, 
in the language of your own Church, that 
« Almighty God, who alone worketh great 
&' marvels, may ſend down upon our Biſhops 
e and Curates, and all Congregations com- 
6 mitted to their charge, the healthful Spirit of 
& kts grace; and that they may truly pleaſe 
& him, pour upon them the «continual dew of 
er his bleſſing.” | 

| I am, 


Rev. SIR, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


